
Nominations for the 2026 Mary Beth Maddox Award and Lectureship are open through
Tuesday, September 30, 2025, at 6 p.m. CT. The Mary Beth Maddox Award and
Lectureship recognizes early career women scientists in Texas bringing new ideas and
innovations to the fight against cancer. The recipient will be honored at the TAMEST
2026 Annual Conference, where they will present their research to attendees and
receive a $5,000 honorarium and award. The recipient will also promote their work and
discoveries across the state at established lecture and seminar series at TAMEST member
institutions with NIH National Cancer Institute Designated Cancer Centers. Read More

Hill Prize in Artificial Intelligence: Applications Due
Soon

There is just over one week left to apply for the 2026
Hill Prize in Artificial Intelligence (AI). Don't miss this
opportunity to be recognized as a top Texas innovator
or researcher in the field of artificial intelligence. The
prize will recognize bold ideas and innovations in AI and
related technologies – both foundational science and
commercial applications – across disciplines. The prizes
are open to all Texas-based applicants from academia,
government or industry (including TAMEST members) 15
years or more after their first independent
appointment. The application deadline is Tuesday,
September 2, 2025, at 6 p.m. CT. Read More

TAMEST Donor Spotlight Profile: Nobel Laureate
Johann Deisenhofer, Ph.D. (NAS), UT Southwestern
Medical Center

TAMEST Member and Nobel Laureate Johann
Deisenhofer, Ph.D. (NAS), UT Southwestern Medical
Center, is a world-renowned biophysicist and founding
member of TAMEST. He has been a dedicated supporter
of TAMEST since its inception in 2004. As a colleague of
TAMEST Co-Founder and Nobel Laureate Michael S.
Brown, M.D. (NAM, NAS, FRS), Dr. Deisenhofer became
involved from the very beginning and has remained a
passionate advocate for TAMEST’s mission to this
day. Read More

Sponsorships are now open for the TAMEST 2026 Annual Conference: Pioneering Climate
Innovations, which takes place February 2–4, 2026, at the Kimpton Santo Hotel in San
Antonio, Texas. The meeting will showcase creative interventions and innovations in
sustainability, energy security and climate resilience, adaptation and mitigation across a
wide range of disciplines. As a sponsor of the TAMEST 2026 Annual Conference, your
organization will be prominently highlighted to the top scientists and research leaders in
Texas and benefit from recognition and direct promotion to the best and brightest minds
in the state. Registration for the 2026 conference will open September 10, 2025. We’d
also like to give a special thank you to the Presenting Sponsors of the TAMEST 2025
Annual Conference: Breyer Capital and Lyda Hill Philanthropies.

Dallas Morning News (Subscription Required): Dallas Researchers Find Cancer's
Secret Weapon to Defeat Death, TAMEST Member Ralph J. DeBerardinis, M.D., Ph.D.
(NAM), UT Southwestern Medical Center

MSN: Texas Women's Hall of Fame Welcomes Three Influential Houston Women,
TAMEST Members Bonnie J. Dunbar, Ph.D. (NAE), Texas A&M University and Vicki A.
Hollub (NAE), Occidental Petroleum Corporation

NBC: As AI Data Centers Drive Up Texas Energy Demand, New Local Solutions Aim to
Help, TAMEST Member Dereje Agonafer, Ph.D. (NAE), The University of Texas at
Arlington

Science: Devices That Pull Water Out of Thin Air Poised to Take Off, 2021 O’Donnell
Award in Engineering Recipient Guihua Yu, Ph.D., The University of Texas at Austin

San Antonio Express News (Subscription Required): SpaceX Rocket Carries NASA’s
Tracers Mission to Orbit for Space Weather Study, TAMEST Board Member Stephen A.
Fuselier, Ph.D. (NAS), Southwest Research Institute

Houston Chronicle (Subscription Required): UT Regents Appoint Melina Kibbe as Next
UTHealth Houston President, UTHealth Houston President-Elect Melina R. Kibbe, M.D.
(NAM)

Scientific American: This is How We Fight Bird Flu if H5N1 Becomes the Next Human
Pandemic, Texas Biomedical Research Institute

Read More

TAMEST mourns the loss of beloved TAMEST Member David J. Mangelsdorf, Ph.D. (NAM,
NAS), UT Southwestern Medical Center. Dr. Mangelsdorf was a pioneering scientist, a
treasured member of TAMEST and a true leader in the Texas research community. He
was a tireless champion of our organization and a shining example of its potential. Dr.
Mangelsdorf received the Edith and Peter O'Donnell Award in Medicine from TAMEST in
2007 and, just a year later, was elected to the National Academy of Sciences, becoming
the first O'Donnell Award recipient to be elected to a National Academy. His later
election to the National Academy of Medicine and recognition as a recipient of the
TAMEST Hill Prize in Biological Sciences demonstrated his creativity, innovation and
discovery at UT Southwestern and beyond. Beyond his own accomplishments, he was
always looking to elevate others, nominating two recipients of the O’Donnell Awards
and mentoring many protégés over the years at the TAMEST annual meeting. He will be
dearly missed. Read More

Lydia Kavraki Elected to European Academy of Sciences

TAMEST Member and Hill Prize in Artificial Intelligence Subcommittee Chair Lydia E.
Kavraki, Ph.D. (NAM, NAE, NAS), a pioneering researcher in robotics, computational
biomedicine and artificial intelligence (AI) at Rice University, has been elected to the
European Academy of Sciences. The honor will be conferred in Geneva in December,
placing Dr. Kavraki among an elite group of scientists whose work drives progress in both
academia and applied technology. Dr. Kavraki, the Kenneth and Audrey Kennedy
Professor of Computing, holds multiple appointments across engineering and scientific
disciplines at Rice, embodying a commitment to interdisciplinary research and
innovation. Read More

UT Austin Named UNESCO Chair in Open Data, AI and Water for Cities

The University of Texas at Austin has been named a UNESCO Chair in Artificial
Intelligence, Water and Cities and will be led by TAMEST Member Bridget R. Scanlon,
Ph.D. (NAE). This designation recognizes UT Austin as an international resource in
research to enable cities to make data-driven decisions to become more resilient to
disasters, weather extremes and water scarcity. Read More

Circadian Gene May be a Key to Humans’ Unique Cognitive Abilities

The CLOCK gene, which serves as a master controller of circadian rhythms, may play a
key role in the extraordinary cognitive abilities of humans as well as neuropsychiatric
disorders that afflict them, UT Southwestern Medical Center researchers including
TAMEST Member Joseph Takahashi, Ph.D. (NAM, NAS), report. Their findings,
published in Nature Neuroscience, shed light on human evolution and could lead to new
treatments for seasonal affective disorder, depression, schizophrenia and other
conditions. Read More

Teresa Davis Honored with Establishment of National Nutrition Award

The American Society for Nutrition recently debuted the Teresa A. Davis Award in
Growth and Protein Nutrition, honoring TAMEST Member Teresa A. Davis, Ph.D. (NAM),
Texas A&M University, Director of the Texas A&M AgriLife Institute for Advancing Health
Through Agriculture for her national leadership and service in nutrition science. The
award will be presented annually to a researcher whose work, published in The Journal
of Nutrition, advances fundamental or applied nutrition research relating to protein and
amino acid metabolism. Read More

90,000x Faster: Breakthrough Cuts Rocket Engine Simulations from Days to Seconds

A team led by The University of Texas at Austin researchers including TAMEST
Member and Hill Prize in Artificial Intelligence Subcommittee Member Karen E.
Willcox, Ph.D. (NAE), has created reduced-order models that slash rocket engine
simulation time by an astonishing 90,000x, opening the door to faster, smarter design of
next generation propulsion systems. The work targets cutting-edge rotating detonation
rocket engines (RDREs), which ignite fuel with spinning detonation waves. RDREs could
outperform the propulsion devices used in today’s rockets, but their complex
combustion physics makes computation painfully slow. Read More

Read More

About TAMEST

TAMEST was co-founded in 2004 by the Honorable Kay Bailey Hutchison and Nobel Laureates Michael S.
Brown, M.D., and Richard E. Smalley, Ph.D. With more than 355 members, eight Nobel Laureates and 24
member institutions, TAMEST is composed of the Texas-based members of the three National Academies
(National Academy of Medicine, National Academy of Engineering and National Academy of Sciences)

and other honorific organizations. We bring together the state’s brightest minds in medicine, engineering,
science and technology to foster collaboration, and to advance research, innovation and business in

Texas.

TAMEST’s unique interdisciplinary model has become an effective recruitment tool for top research and
development centers across Texas. Since our founding, more than 300 TAMEST members have been

inducted into the National Academies or relocated to Texas.

TAMEST's 24 Member Institutions

TAMEST recognizes members of the Founders of the Endowment and the Legacy Circle, whose
extraordinary commitment ensures sustainable funds to continue the mission of promoting

excellence in science and technology.

Founders of the Endowment
Anadarko Foundation • AT&T • BNSF Foundation • ConocoPhillips

Energy Future Holdings • Edith and Peter O'Donnell • Temple-Inland
The USAA Foundation

Legacy Circle
The Eugene McDermott Foundation
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NominationsDueSeptember30,2025
"I[was]deeplyhonoredtoreceivetheMaryBethMaddox
Award,whichrecognizesthededicationofmyteaminour
effortstodecodecancermetabolism...anditmotivatesme
tocontinuepushingtheboundariesofcancerresearch."
-2025RecipientGertaHoxhaj,Ph.D.,Children'sMedicalCenterResearch

InstituteatUTSouthwesternMedicalCenter
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