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Wherever we live

WE ARE AT RISK FROM NATURAL CLIMATE 
AND WEATHER DISASTERS

BUT TODAY, THOSE RISKS ARE INCREASING
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SIX

SIX SEVEN



Climate 
change is 
loading the 
weather dice 
against us

Stronger
Hurricanes

More Dangerous
Heatwaves

More Intense
Drought

Bigger
Wildfires
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The current Southwest drought is the driest megadrought—defined as a 
drought lasting two decades or longer — since at least the year 800.

It exceeds the severity of a late-1500s megadrought that previously had been 
identified as the driest in 1,200 years.

~19% of the drought in 2021 was attributable to anthropogenic climate trends.



PLANNING FOR THE 
FUTURE BASED ON THE 
PAST IS LIKE DRIVING 
DOWN A ROAD, 
LOOKING IN THE REAR-
VIEW MIRROR.



IT WORKS … 
WHEN 
CLIMATE IS 
RELATIVELY 
STABLE 
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MORE PEOPLE + INFRASTRUCTURE TO BE EXPOSED
=
SIGNIFICANT CURVE
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MORE PEOPLE + INFRASTRUCTURE TO BE EXPOSED
+
CRUMBLING, UNPREPARED AND/OR POORLY DESIGNED 
INFRASTRUCTURE
=
EVEN MORE EXTREME CURVE
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MORE PEOPLE + INFRASTRUCTURE TO BE EXPOSED
+
CRUMBLING, UNPREPARED AND/OR POORLY DESIGNED 
INFRASTRUCTURE
+ 
MORE FREQUENT, INTENSE, AND/OR SEVERE EXTREME WEATHER 
EVENTS
=
UNPRECEDENTED CURVE
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THE BOTTOM LINE
Disaster is a function of three things: exposure, vulnerability, and the 

hazard itself.

Today, all three are on the rise, and disaster risk is rising. 

That’s why it’s so urgent that we mitigate risks and build resilience. 
An ounce of prevention is worth a pound of cure!


