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Texas: 989,710 Cases Texas: 19,184 Deaths





# uninsured 659,000

Source: Buettgens M, Blumberg LJ, Wang Pan C.  The 
Uninsured in Texas Statewide and Local Areas Views, 
The Urban Institute, December 12, 2018



What Issues Will Uninsured People 
Face with Testing and Treatment for 
COVID-19?

• Work in jobs that may increase their risk of 
exposure to SARS-COV-2

• Uninsured workers who must take off work 
because they or family members are sick 
could face significant financial consequences

• People who are uninsured will likely face 
unique barriers accessing COVID-19 testing 
and treatment services

• Uninsured individuals who contract COVID-
19 and need medical care will likely receive 
large medical bills, even if they have low 
incomes and are unable to pay



Source: Texas Alliance for 
Health Care, The Impact 
of Uninsurance on Texas’ 
Economy, January 2019



Primary Care 
in Texas is in 
Peril without 
intentional 
policy support

DSHS, Texas Projections of Supply and 
Demand for Primary Care Physicians and 
Psychiatrists, July 2018



Larry Green Center COVID-
19 Primary Care Surveys





The Texas Context

• A growing threat from COVID-19 cases and deaths
• The largest and growing number of uninsured persons in any state
• A major economic drain in our state, a potential to develop a healthy 

workforce
• Primary Care already at low levels, threatened further during 

pandemic
• We can use best science, innovation and transformation to create a 

health care system that addresses access, quality and equity
• A robust and properly supported primary care is key


